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views separate and not allow
them to influence their political
decisions”.

In response, 65 per cent of re-
spondents said political figures
should keep their religious be-
liefs cordoned off from their de-
cision making, with just 14 per
cent saving the opposite. The
remaining 21 per cent chose nei-
ther oplion or said they did not
ko,

These sentiments have been
appreciated by a number of po-
litical figures in recent vears,

Tony Blair delaved his deci-
sion to convert formally to Ro-
man  Catholicism  until  after
leaving Downing Street  amid
fears he would be bramded a
“nutter” if he spoke openly
about his faith while prime
minister,

Mr Farron stepped down as
Lib Do leader in July, explain-
ing: “To be a political leader and
to live as a commutted Chiristian,
to hobd faithfully to the Bibles
teaching, has felt impossible to
me”

Mbrs May spoke out about the
importance of Easter as a Chris-
tian festival this yvear when crii-
cising Cadbury'’s and the MNation-
al Trust for dropping the word
“Easter” from the title of their

Tim Farron felt he could nod be bokh a
podtical leader amd commitied Christlan
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eog hunt, and in her Christmas
message this vear said: “Let us
take pride in our Christian her-
itage and the confidence it gives
us to ensure that in Britain vou
can practice your faith free from
question or fear”

A second question in the sur-
vey asked about the 26 seats in
the House of Lords puaranieed
to Church of England hishops,
with 62 per cent of people say-
ing that no religious clerics
should have "an automatic right
to seats”, Only B per cent of peo-
ple said the hishops should re-
tain their seats while 12 per cent
said leaders from other Faiths
should be added to sit alongside
hishops as Lords Spiritual The
remaining 18 per cent said they

did not know.

A number of proposals have
been made to reform the Lords
over the past 50 vears and many
have suggested tinkering with
the make-up of the Lun'I.f Spiri-
tual by either reducing their
number or adding other faith
leaders, though none have sug-
gested scrapping them outright,

The Timess survey last year
found that the proportion of
pecple citing mo heliel in any
form of god or spiritual power
had increased from 33 in 2005 to
W per cent in 2006,

The proportion of non-believ-
ers has fallen back to 36 per cent
over the past year, while the
number of people who believe in
Giod increased by one percent-
age point, from 28 to 29 per
cent, and the number of people
who do not believe in God but
do believe in "some sort of spiri-
tual preater poswer”  increased
from 20 to 23 per cent.

It also found that the number
of people who were planning to
attend a church service over
Christmas had increased from 16
per cent to 20 per cent.
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